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Distribution of fiddler crabs, Uca arcuata and Uca lactea in the Yoshino

River Estuary and vicinities (Tokushima Prefecture)

Rieko Iguchi', Masako Tajima? and Keiji Wada®

Abstract From 1994 to 1996, we investigated the spatial distribution of two species of
fiddler crabs, Uca arcuata and U. lactea, in the Yoshino River Estuary and vicinities.
These species are categorized as "Rare" in the "Endangered Species of Japan (Red Data
Book)" (Environment Agency of Japan ,1991). The both species were distributed over a
wide area; 1-7.5 km upstream from the rivermouth in U. lactea and 1-10.5 km in U.
arcuata, in association with reed marsh. We reported here the density of active individuals
of two species per 1 m? in their habitats. Also, within Tokushima Prefecture, we confirmed
the occurrence of the both species in the Katsuura River and the Naka River, and that of U.

arcuata in the Sonose River.
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Fig. 1. Ucaarcuata Fig. 2. Ucdlactea
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Fig. 3. Occurrence of Uca arcuata (circle) and Uca lactea (triangle) in the Yoshino River Estuary in the period of
1994 to 1996.

JF%i%’§

/‘
Bhngl|

Fig. 4. Zoning of occurrence sites of fiddler crabs in the Yoshino River Estuary.
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Fig. 5. Near a JR bridge, Nakahara (Shichikenbara), Fig. 6. Near Yoshino-gawa Bridge, Furukawa, Oujin-
Oujin-cho, Tokushima-shi. cho, Tokushima-shi.

Fig. 7. Near Yoshino-gawa Bridge, Furukawa, Oujin-  Fig. 8. 1 ~3-chome, Kamiyoshino-cho, Tokushima-shi.
cho, Tokushima-shi.

Fig. 9. Sumiyoshi Tidal flat, Sumiyoshi-4-chome, Fig. 10. Onigasu Sand bar, Kanazawa-cho, Tokushima-
Tokushima-shi. shi.
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Fig. 11. Occurrence of Uca arcuata (circle) and Uca lactea (triangle)
in Tokushima Prefecture.
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Fig. 12. Occurrence of the reed marsh in the Yoshino River Estuary.
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